Minute 4. Minutes of the previous meeting. The minutes of the closed (18 September 1997) and open (19 September 1997) meetings held in Cape Town, South Africa, were approved.
Minute 5. Recent taxonomic developments within the genus
Campylobacter and related bacteria. An overview of recent taxonomic changes in Campylobacter and related bacteria was given by S. L. W. On. The description of Campylobacter sputorum had been emended and this species now comprised three biovars, sputorum (catalase-negative), fecalis (catalase-positive) and paraureolyticus (urease-positive), with strains previously defined as bv. bubulus considered to be bv. sputorum. The specific epithet of Helicobacter acinonyx had been corrected to acinonychis. It was noted that three putative new taxa (' Candidatus Campylobacter hominis ', ' Helicobacter colifelis ' and ' Helicobacter westmeadii ') had been named in journals other than the International Journal of Systematic Bacteriology (IJSB) and, at the time of writing, had not been validated.
Minute 6. Description of putative new species in journals
other than the IJSB. The subcommittee members expressed concern at the standards of the description of putative new species in journals other than the IJSB. This was considered to be a serious matter as certain organisms claimed to be novel species may in fact simply represent additional strains of existing species. Consequently, the members felt there was a risk that the wider scientific community could be confused or misled by inadequate descriptions of ' novel ' species. It was decided to write to key publishers to ask for clarification of their policy concerning the description of putative new species in their journals. A draft document on minimal standards for the description of new Helicobacter spp., circulated to all subcommittee members, was discussed. Detailed comments received from P. A. R. Vandamme were included in the discussion. The members present agreed that the draft document was of good quality, but a variety of suggestions and amendments were made which should be considered for incorporation into the final document. S. L. W. On and J. G. Fox agreed to pass these suggestions to F. E. Dewhirst, who is drawing up the minimal standards document. It was intended that a manuscript be submitted for publication in the IJSB by the time of the next meeting of the subcommittee.
Minute 8. Nomenclatural matters. P. A. R. Vandamme (Chairman) had written to all subcommittee members prior to the meeting and raised the issue of several nomenclatural inconsistencies that he wished considered at the meeting.
(i) Campylobacter fetus subsp. venerealis. The formation of venerealis is derived from a combination of venereus (Latin adjective referring to Venus, the goddess of love) and the suffix -alis, used to form an adjective. However, it is grammatically incorrect to combine an adjective-forming suffix to a word that is already an adjective, hence the subspecific epithet should be venereus, according to the rules of nomenclature. Nevertheless, the fact that the subspecies name venerealis has been used extensively for over 25 years led to the members present to be in favour of the idea of preserving the present subspecific epithet for the sake of clarity and consistency. It was noted that this could be done by requesting the Judicial Commission to consider it as a nomen conservandum.
(ii) Campylobacter sputorum bv. fecalis. The biovar name is incorrectly derived from the Americanized spelling of ' faeces ' and should more correctly be referred to as bv. faecalis. P. A. R. Vandamme expressed the view that such a minor change would probably not cause any confusion. However, most of the subcommittee members present felt that the subcommittee should not be concerned with matters relating to the nomenclature of a biovar, especially since the rules of nomenclature were directed principally at taxa at and above the species level.
(iii) Campylobacter coli and Campylobacter hyoilei. A detailed taxonomic study of C. hyoilei showed that this species represents additional strains of C. coli, hence the former name has been considered to be a subjective synonym of the latter [Vandamme et al. (1997) . Int J Syst Bacteriol 47, 1055-1060]. It was proposed that the subcommittee should seek to discourage the use of the name C. hyoilei. The members present supported this course of action and also agreed that a formal recommendation by the subcommittee should be made to endorse the proposal of Vandamme et al. (1997) , whereby C. hyoilei is reduced to a synonym of C. coli. This action would be in accordance with Article 10, part 8 of the ICSB Statutes. Minutes appeared in the IJSB editions published by the Society for General Microbiology. There had been no reduction in the number of manuscripts received, although a reduction in the number of subscriptions had been observed.
There had been some discussion among members of the ICSB regarding the procedures that should be adopted should strains belonging to an extant species assigned to the taxonomic rank Candidatus be successfully cultured, thereby allowing for a detailed investigation of their characteristics and formal description. At present, there is no absolute requirement to recognize the original authors responsible for describing the Candidatus taxon, nor is there a need to retain the original nomenclature. The subcommittee members present felt that the previous description of a given Candidatus taxon should be formally acknowledged in any subsequent formal description of isolates representing that Candidatus group. The views of the subcommittee thus concur with those of Murray & Schleifer [Int J Syst Bacteriol 44 (1994), 174-176] who, in their initial proposal for the Candidatus rank as a means of recording properties of putative taxa of prokaryotes, stated that ' provision should be made for recognition of the discoverer(s) when further work makes it possible to give a formal name. The ascription for a formal name when it becomes possible should include the discoverer(s) noted in brackets after the name and before the authors of the name if they are not the same '. Retention of the appropriate generic and\or specific epithets given by the author(s) first describing the Candidatus taxon was strongly supported by members of the subcommittee present at the meeting, as they believed this would ensure nomenclatural stability and thereby avoid confusion. J. B. Ursing also informed the meeting of the progress made preparing the forthcoming edition of Bergey's Manual of Systematic Bacteriology.
Minute 10. Matters concerning membership. All subcommittee members had received a letter asking if they wished to continue their membership of the subcommittee. As a consequence, resignations had been received from M. A. Karmali, H. Lior, C. M. Patton and J. L. Penner. The subcommittee recognizes the excellent work these colleagues had performed on behalf of the subcommittee and thanks them for their contributions. The membership of A. J. Lastovica to the subcommittee had been approved by the Secretary for Subcommittees.
